
 

Bristol Township School District 

5 Blue Lake Rd 

Levittown, Pennsylvania 19057 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
September 23, 2020 
 
Dear Parent(s), Guardians, and Staff, 
 
The Covid-19 virus has been unfair to many of us. We have suffered the loss of loved ones, faced financial burdens, 
had educational services interrupted, met with frustration over connectivity in a virtual world, along with many other 
concerns. Through it all, our Bristol Township teachers, administrators, para-educators, and staff have done their 
best to provide supports and services to our students with disabilities. 
 
Last night, the Board of School Directors voted to permit students who are in our Autistic Support, Emotional Support, 
and Life Skills Support programs to return to face-to-face instruction on October 5, 2020, five days a week. Students 
receiving Learning Support or Speech and Language services, will return with their typical peers. This decision was 
made in accordance with the District’s Health and Safety Plan, the District’s “Staggered Start Proposal”, the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education’s “Recommendations for Schools in Determining Instructional Models”, the 
Department of Health data regarding incident rates of Covid-19 in Bucks County and local data supporting the ability 
to operate schools in a safe manner. 
 
With as much hope as this brings, this decision should be met with an equal amount of caution. Clearly there are 
many variables that impact this decision just as there are many variables that impact our ability to sustain and return 
more students to our schools. You; parents, teachers, administrators, and staff, working collaboratively as an IEP 
team, will be the difference in a successful transition back to school. 
 
In the coming weeks, you will receive communications from your child’s case manager and the transportation 
department. Please be patient as we work through the specific details of this return. As you plan for this return, it will 
be helpful for you to know that the District will supply each teacher and student with a face shield and mask, 
however, please ensure that your child has their own mask before getting on the bus the first day. Students will be 
asked to wear either the face mask or shield throughout the day. You can help your child become more comfortable 
wearing their mask for a prolonged period of time by asking them to do so during preferred activities at home such as 
while watching their favorite television show or playing a preferred game. Students should also practice handwashing 
at regularly scheduled times, when they wake up, before lunch, after lunch, before dinner, and before bed. 
 
Thank you all in advance for your support. Together, we will have a successful year. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lou deFonteny 
Director of Special Education and Pupil Services 
BTSD 

https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/Pages/DeterminingInstructionalModels.aspx

